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even at the hazard of his wife and riches/' This latter
instruction has been embodied by Brahmans in the
following proverb:

" Preserve your wife, preserve your pelf,
But give them both to save yourself;
There's other wealth, another wife,
But where is there another life ? "

His duties for morn, noon, and night are carefully pre-
scribed ; nothing that he can have to do but he will find
definite instruction'given concerning it: the men to form
his army ; the time and manner of march ; how to attack,
and how to defend, and the method of dealing with a con-
quered foe. When unable to attend to his state duties
himself, he is advised to appoint a Brahman substitute :
and if at any time he is in need of advice, it is to the
Brahman that he must turn. The king is the guardian
of all property ; all treasure trove is to be divided equally
between him and the Brahmans ; and whilst all wealth-
that may be left by any of the other castes dying
intestate, goes to the king, the Brahmans claim what
was so left by Brahmans. Sir W. Jones says of the
legislation, by which the members of the several castes
are to be guided, that it is " a system of despotism and
priestcraft, both indeed limited by law, but artfully con-
spiring to give mutual support, though with mutual
checks. There is one important statement respecting
the effect of punishment by a king. " Men who have
committed crimes, and have received from kings the
punishment due to them, go to heaven pure, and become
as clean as those who have done well." " This dictum,"
says Dr. Wilson, " which removes man from his re-
sponsibility to God, has taken a great hold of the
popular mind of India. Native musicians attend the
capital executions of the vilest criminals throughout